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An Early Manuscript on Setters 


(DOGS) [Anon.]. Manuscript entitled “The Generous Sportsman or A Brief Discourse of Setting 
Doggs...By a Lover of the Setting Sport. pp. [1] title-page, [2] contents, 3-63 text. 5" x 3", N.p.: 
N.d. [England?, ca. 1725]. Bound in early sheep, stamped “RIDERS 1666” on rear cover. 


An extraordinarily early and remarkable manuscript on “Setting Doggs”. The author gives a general 
introduction in which he remarks that “little or nothing almost to any purpose on these kinds of 
doggs particularly...is to be found in print”; he defines a setter as “those... which both by Nature & 
Art are enclined to hunt for, & to find partridge rather than any other Game...& when formed by Art 
& yood management, so framed as to stop & shew by a steady posture, either standing or lying 
down, wherabouts they are...this being what we now gencrally call the setting of partridges.” The 
author continues with “Hints on Colours & Methods of Breeding”. He remarks that “it may not 
prove amiss just to say that the clean white or nearest it or cole black are most visible in the dark of 
the evening (the sporting time)”, and proceeds to give “a Method of breeding up whelps from the 
dam till they become fitt to take directions for the Sport...” He next exposes some errors in the 
management and raising of setters, corrects these errors, , gives a description of a good dog, makes a 
comparison between a horse and a dog, tells an instructive story; devotes several pages to the “proper 
ruleing of Doggs”, discourses on “Stoutness in the field”, “Disputes amongst Sportsmen”, and 
“Another kind of dogg in Vogue” (where he discusses the “Naturall Pointer or Spanish trotfer”); 
makes some more general remarks, then gives a “Short Method to teach Dogs to Sett” before closing 
with his conclusion: “By what has been hitherto said it plainly appears that a Setter is to be made 
from the best kind of fleet nimble & high mettled Land Spaniells, whether of the rough or smooth 
kind)...” The hand and orthography appears to be early 18th century; reference to the Game Act of 
George I (1714-1727) is probably contemporancous. 
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Original Eighteenth 
Century Manuscript of 
63 pages. Not dated 
byt trom mention of 
the 3rd Game Act of 
KING GEORGE the First, 
and the detinite !7th 
Century style of the 
author. it could nof 
belater than |!725. 
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lM this is the earliest 

known DOG BOOK written 
on a particular Breed. 
Containing one ot the 


tirst English mention 
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